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Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments regarding the Hilliard Planning and
Zoning Commission’s consideration of rezoning the Hill Farm Il project. | am providing
comments today on behalf of the The Ohio Environmental Council Action Fund (OEC
Action Fund), and the Darby Creek Association has also joined these comments. OEC
Action Fund works to protect the environment and health of all Ohio communities, and
we provide our input today regarding our perspectives on how the Commission’s
decision will impact the environment surrounding Hilliard, with a particular focus on the
Darby Creek watershed. Development, including housing development, can occur
alongside environmental protection. But ignoring plans designed to protect vital
ecosystems and watersheds will not achieve that goal.

In short, the Commission should not approve any project not in accordance with the
terms of the Big Darby Accord Master Plan, nor should it approve any project within the
Darby watershed until the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) completes its
essential water quality and biodiversity data and impact modelling pertaining to the
Darby. Decisions pertaining to sensitive ecosystems should be made after sufficient
information is available to determine impacts, not before. Lastly, this project should be
put on hold until after the jurisdictions finalize their amendments to the Darby Accord
Master Plan at the end of this year.



.  Projects, including the Hill Farm Il development, must be in accordance
with the Big Darby Accord Master Plan and the recommendations of its
Advisory Panel.

The Big Darby Watershed is a vital natural asset to the Central Ohio region, offering
numerous ecological, economic, and recreational benefits to its residents. Renowned
for its exceptional biodiversity, the watershed supports a variety of fish and mussel
species, many of which are rare or endangered, making it a critical area for
conservation.

For humans, it provides clean water, as its natural filtration processes help improve
water quality and recharge groundwater supplies. The watershed also offers
recreational opportunities, such as fishing, kayaking, and hiking, contributing to the
physical and mental well-being of the community. Its riparian corridors and wetlands
help mitigate flooding, protect against soil erosion, and store carbon, which supports
climate resilience. Overall, the Big Darby Watershed not only enriches the natural
environment, it sustains the health and economy of Central Ohio.

The Big Darby Accord Watershed Master Plan, often referred to as “The Darby Accord,”
is a protective agreement for the Darby Watershed — providing guidance for managed
growth and for conservation. It was collaboratively developed by the ten jurisdictions
within the Franklin County portions of the watershed, including Hilliard.

The Darby Accord Advisory Panel is a key component to the Darby Accord’s process for
ensuring development remains consistent with the Plan. In June 2024, the Advisory
Panel disapproved of the Hill Farm Il project, and the proposal today is a circumvention
of the panel’s role in ensuring development occurs in accordance with the Accord.
Moreover, we understand that there is not yet a formal agreement with the City of
Columbus to provide more sewer taps to Hilliard. We recognize that discussions are
ongoing with all the Accord jurisdictions about possibly reallocating development within
the planning area, and that this could result in Hilliard getting more sewer taps.
However, the details of any amendments to the Plan are uncertain and would require
agreement of all the Accord jurisdictions. These amendments are not expected to be
finalized until the second half of 2025 at the earliest. For this reason this request by the
applicant is premature.

ll. The Planning & Zoning Commission should not approve any projects in the
Darby watershed until after ODNR completes its data modeling, factoring
its conclusions into its decision.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources is currently updating essential water quality
and biodiversity data and impact modelling for the Darby, modeling that we hope will



also assist any current planning efforts regarding changes to the Darby Accord.
Finalizing a new project before this information is available would be premature. The
OEC Action Fund therefore urges the Commission to delay any decision on
projects within the Darby watershed until ODNR’s modeling results can be
considered both by Hilliard and all impacted jurisdictions.

ODNR recently began a two-year effort to modernize the water quality and species
impact modeling data for the Big Darby Watershed. ODNR’s work is expected to provide
decision-makers with a rational basis for determining how much development the
watershed can take on while maintaining its unique biodiversity and exceptional water
quality. This new modeling will encompass the whole watershed, as well as the entire
central Scioto Basin. ODNR’s new data and watershed impact modelling will be
essential to any responsible effort to amend the Darby Accord.

A healthy ecosystem is fundamental to a healthy community and thriving economy.
Without careful planning for the protection and restoration of vital ecosystem resources,
we cannot ensure healthy, economically-thriving and environmentally-sustainable
communities for future generations.

Therefore, we respectfully request that the Commission table any consideration of the
Hill Farm Il project until ODNR’s modeling and report is finalized. With that data, Hilliard
and other jurisdictions can make informed decisions that center the protection of Darby
Creek.

| want to thank you again for the opportunity to provide comments. We look forward to
further conversations about the Darby Accord and the watershed for the betterment of
our environment, communities, and our economy.
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