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Thank you for the opportunity to testify regarding the rezoning proposal for Hill Farm II 
project. I am providing comments today on behalf of the Ohio Environmental Council 
Action Fund (OEC Action Fund). 

The OEC Action Fund respectfully requests that Council table any consideration of the 
Hill Farm II project, including this rezoning proposal, the associated developer 
agreement item, and the proposed sewer tap policy at least until: (1) the State of Ohio 
has finalized its water quality impact modeling for the Darby; and, (2) the recently 
initiated Darby Accord update process is finalized. 

With respect to point number one, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources recently 
began updating its water quality data and impact modeling for the Big Darby Watershed. 
ODNR’s work is expected to provide decision-makers with a rational basis to determine 
how much development can occur within the watershed while maintaining its unique 
biodiversity and exceptional water quality. Approving any new major development 
project, including this one, before ODNR produces this baseline information would be 
premature. 
 
With respect to point number two, the City of Columbus recently initiated a process to 
reopen and consider updates to the Darby Accord. The Darby Accord is a 
cross-jurisdictional protective agreement for the Darby Watershed – providing guidance 
for managed growth and for conservation. It was collaboratively developed by the ten 
jurisdictions within the Franklin County portions of the watershed, including Hilliard. The 
Accord as currently written did not contemplate the additional sewer taps proposed for 
the Hill Farm II project. The Darby Accord would therefore need to be revisited and 
amended before a proposal of this nature could proceed. 

The Big and Little Darby Creeks harbor more biodiversity than any other streams in 
Ohio. That biodiversity is what makes them State and National Scenic Rivers. That’s 
why millions of dollars have been invested in local conservation. That’s why thousands 
of children visit and learn from the streams each year. And that is why municipal land 
use decisions in the watershed carry so much weight. 

 



 

In summary, the OEC Action Fund respectfully requests that Hilliard City Council table 
consideration of the Hill Farm II rezoning proposal and any associated items pending 
completion of both ODNR’s scientific modeling and the pending Darby Accord update 
process.  

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify this evening. 

Nathan Johnson 
Senior Attorney, Land & Water 
OEC Action Fund 
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